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In the Book of Acts, the early church’s work is summarized this way: “And they 
devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers.” (Acts 2:42) We can appreciate the simplicity of these            
actions. Our own practice as a church is similarly grounded in teaching, fellowship, 
and worship.  

There is some biblical evidence that the early church in Jerusalem wasn’t        
completely successful. Apparently, the apostles and others in the Holy City were not 
able to sustain themselves financially. The missionary apostle Paul mentions a          
collection for the poor of Jerusalem several times. He called this collection “aid for 
the saints.” (Romans 15:25) 

What do you suppose was wrong with the saints in Jerusalem? Wasn’t devotion 
to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers 
enough? Was there something they were neglecting? Shouldn’t there have been 
better marketing of the church? Did they need an overhaul of their facilities, so the 
buildings would look nicer and the heating and air conditioning would finally be          
reliable? Did they need livelier music, more relevant curricula, better preaching,         
or more off-street parking? 

Oh wait. The Jerusalem church was wildly successful in one way. They          
added new members at a colossal rate. In Acts it say, “…those who received [the 
preached] word were baptized, and there were added that day about 3000 souls.” 
Wow! So, we can guess: Their problems were not evangelical, nor spiritual, but          
institutional. The church was so busy doing the work of the Lord, the church wasn’t 
taking care of itself very well. The early Christians richness was in service, and their 
poverty was—well, it was genuine poverty. 

John Calvin, the 16th century proto-Presbyterian, wrote that there were two 
marks of the “true church.” They are: The Word of God rightly preached and the 
Sacraments rightly administered. Calvin is sometime criticized for putting too much 
stock in worship, but there you have it. 

I’m mentioning these things about how the church is to be measured because          
I sense that God’s Holy Spirit is moving and molding our church and its ministry 
powerfully just now. I’d like to be able to predict where we will come out. The hint         
I am getting from scripture and from the traditions of the church is that we should  
not expect to be wealthier, or more institutionally strong. Is that all right with you? 

God has plans for us. God is working those plans out now. Our priorities have 
never changed. We will concentrate on what we have been taught, and on what we 
will (yet) be taught. We will make and keep commitments to each other and to all 
people. We will pursue excellence and integrity in worship.  The institution of the 
church is secondary to this ministry. The institution exists to support this ministry. 

Lord, help us to understand the kind of poverty to which we are called; a poverty 
that results from our giving ourselves away and giving our best. Bless us with the 
blessings you have always offered your church, and make us true to our calling in 
Christ. Amen. 

   Know you are loved. 
      Matthew 
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Christian Education 

  Vacation Bible School will be June 19-22 at Christ Episcopal   
  Church, 5:15-8:00pm.  “Water Around the World” curriculum from   
  Living Waters for the World will guide our week.  Children age 3  
  (by July 31) through rising 5th grade are eligible for our week- 
  please plan to invite a friend or neighbor to join the fun!  We plan    
  to have a full-scale model of one of the wells constructed for clean  
  water.  Help will be needed for VBS, and a special sign-up genius 

will be sent out later this month.  The week is always a great mixture of hard work, 
warm fellowship and learning.  We want youth to be with us as helpers-a great way for 
them to develop some leadership skills in the church.  We will also be seeking dona-
tions of materials for crafts (generally stuff that we would recycle or throw out), so 
watch for that.  Our church is also responsible for dinner on Monday and Wednesday 
that week.  Dinner is 5:15-5:45pm ahead of our program.  
 

Monday Evening Bible Study will begin a new six week study  
April 11.  We will be studying Blessed are You:  The Beatitudes of  
Jesus in Scripture and Life, another great Kerygma study.  This is a six 
week study and will meet 7:00-8:30pm April 11, 18, 25 and May 9, 16, 
23.  Study books are needed and will be $10 each.  Please email 
Leslee Kirkconnell or call her at the church if you would like to  
participate (or if you want a book to study on your own).   
 

One Great Hour of Sharing - it is not too late to make your contribution 
to this offering.  You may put in the offering plate (please mark OGHS in  
the memo line of your check, or mark that on the envelope.  Thank you for  
your continued generosity that impacts lives locally and around the world.  
 

Children’s Church Schedule - thank you to those who have 
signed up to help with children’s church during worship.   
A note about scheduling-Children’s Church will not meet on  
the first Sunday of the month so the children can be present  
in worship for the Lord’s Supper.  In May, the children will also 
remain in worship on the 8th, which will be Graduate Sunday 
and worship will be led by our youth.  Children’s church will  
also take a break after Memorial Day until fall.  Our program  

             is designed for children age three to third grade, and we pro- 
          vide loving nursery care for those under three during worship.   
 

Faith Building Activities - here are great activities to help all ages talk together about 
faith.  Spring is finally arriving, and is an excellent time to focus on God’s wonderful  
creation.  http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/signs-of-spring will link you to a fun 
way to learn more.   

mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org?subject=
mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org?subject=
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/signs-of-spring
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Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members  
and friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones: 
 
Ken Deputy and his family for the death of Marty Deputy 

Easter season is here!  Continue the conversation here:   
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/easter-cupcakes  Read the Bible as  
a family and making some time to discuss and do an activity together is a  
wonderful way to share faith and build love of God into everyday!   
 

If you have teens/preteens at home-here’s an activity for you:  
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/sharing-family-stories-2 
Too often as our families grow, we don’t take some time to talk about 
family stories and why our family is special, and celebrate that.   
 

You can also go to www.vibrantfaithathome.org and look for other  
activities - and there are activities for couples, families, help for parents 
when kids ask tough faith questions, ideas for singles and more.  Nurturing faith  
happens everyday and here are great resources to help when you are not in  
Sunday School or worship!   
 

Our 2 Cents-a-Meal offering has been increased to 3 Cents-a-Meal.  Because we 
want to be good stewards of your gifts, we offer this explanation of where your money 
will go.  One penny will stay to help fund our Food Pantry.  Thus far in March, we have 
had a higher number or requests for food aid and this one penny will make a big  
difference!  The remaining two pennies will be forwarded to the Presbytery of Western 
Kentucky for the Presbyterian Hunger Program (which is where your gifts have been 
going all along).  You can learn more about this important program at  
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/hunger/.  The cans that grace our 
table meals together will be soon sporting new covers, thanks to Georgeanna Capito.  
AND we will be involving our children in this important mission.  Once each quarter, our 
children will come around during worship with big cans (many thanks to Blakey Hayes 
for gathering them for us!) to collect your gifts. This will be advertised in advance so 
you can be prepared with your coins and offerings.  Consider a daily discipline of  

   putting 3 cents per meal aside at home -  3 cents per  
   meal x 3 meals a day = $.27.  $.27 x 30 = $8.10 for 30 
   days.  $24.30 for three months.  Multiply that times the  
   number of family members and plan to contribute that 
   when our children collect during worship.     

http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/easter-cupcakes
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/sharing-family-stories-2
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/hunger/
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Church and Community 

 Our church elders: Gary Ahrendt, Pam Bratcher, Franklin Berry, Charlie Capito, Sam Evans, Jim Harris, Fred 
Higgins, Brad Howard, Julia Roberts, Nancy English, Bobby Rabold, Diane Simmons, Margaret Stein, Larry Warden, 
Denny Wedge.  Our church deacons: Karol Ahmed, Barbara Brindle, Peggy Carthrae, Shannon Dyche, Kim           
Ferguson, Kelly Goad, Sheryl Goad, Larry Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Wayne Hendrix, Frederica Kernohan,       
Nathan Love, Marilyn Mattingly, Donna Meredith, Charlotte Prow, Kevin Reber, Ken Royse, Ann Rudolph, Janet 
Schwarzkopf,  Diane Simmons, Debbie Trickey, and Judy Whitson. 

                         LENTEN LUNCHEON    
The Presbyterian Church participated in the Holy Week 

Services on March 23, 2016.  Rev. Kyle McDougall 

preached, after which lunch was provided in the fellow-

ship hall. 

 

Well over 100 people were in attendance.  Thanks to 

Blakey and Duffy Hayes for a wonderful meal and to the 

many Presbyterian Women who set-up, decorated, and 

served, especially Kim Ferguson for the beautiful table 

arrangements.  Also, appreciation goes to Tom Moody 

for his advice and for leading the clean-up detail. ....and to Cedric Whitney for the final cleanup.... 

and did not the floors look beautiful to welcome our guests from other churches in Bowling Green? 

 

BICENTENNIAL FOR THIS CONGREGATION IS APPROACHING    
The official formation date for this Presbyterian congregation was April 9, 1819.  Many know that a 
group of families, emigrating from Rockbridge County, Virginia, called on the Reverend Joseph B. 
Lapsley, himself of Rockbridge County roots, to organize a church in Bowling Green.  These nearly 
200 years later, the congregation exists in Bowling Green with a vibrant ministry. 
 

     At last Session meeting, approval was given for the following persons to gather and begin       
considering the best way for the congregation to mark the anniversary:  Dr. Covington, pastor;  
Peggy Carthrae, descendant of founder; Ann Dickey, descendant of James Rumsey Skiles, who 
donated the church lot; Sandy Franklin, support for social events; Dr. Robert Haynes, historian and 
advisor; Mary Lucas, historian; Marilyn Mattingly, librarian/archivist; Tom Moody, researcher of        
architect;  Margaret Stein, daughter of late historian. 

ART EXHIBIT Our current exhibit features artwork by Hayley Young. A portion of any sale       

proceeds will be given by the artist to our Food Pantry and the International Center. This show will run 

through June 3
rd

. 

 

 3¢ a Meal   Please save 15.5 ounce (only) cans for our new  

 3 Cents a Meal  wrappers.  Rinse the can thoroughly, remove the label  

 and bring to the office. Thank you!    
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Session Report 

The Session met for its regular March meeting on March 16, 2016 in the Church conference 
room.  These items highlighted the meeting: 
 

After Matthew Covington opened the meeting and gave the devotion the minutes of the last  
regular meeting were approved and the business agenda was taken up. 
 

Leslie Kirkconnell, Director of Christian Education, advised of the continuation of the Monday 
evening Bible study at the Church using the Kerygma Beatitudes Study and also a Theo- 
academy Curriculum for Confirmation Classes in 2016-2017.  On motion, the Session  
approved that the future Sunday School collections be directed into the Christian Education 
fund. 
 

Director of Youth Ministries, David Muffett had prepared a written report advising of Abby  
Potter’s Sunday Youth Group study and the resumption of the Wednesday Night Youth  
Fellowship meetings at Spencer’s Coffeehouse, as of the first Wednesday in April. The Youth/
Graduate Sunday will occur on May 8 when the Youth will lead the worship service and  
graduates will be recognized.  UKIRK and the Theology Pub activities continue. Budgeting  
issues were addressed. 
 

The Session approved Tom Moody’s request for the designation of an archivist/librarian to  
begin planning for our 200

th
 Anniversary, officially in April of 2019. 

 

Matthew reported on the upcoming Easter celebration and activities including the worship  
services and breakfast. 
 

Other business included the continuing selection process for the members of the Pastoral Care 
Committee; the Rededication Service to celebrate the call of the Church to Matthew  
Covington, his call to the Church and the call of the Church members to each other; and the 
need for fund raising for Youth activities and for a new Church van. 
  
James D. Harris, Jr. 
Clerk of Session 
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Youth Ministry 

SUNDAY NIGHT YOUTH GROUP will meet every Sunday beginning with the          
Junior High study 5-6pm, combined dinner and game time 6-7pm, High School Study   
7-8pm.  
 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH FELLOWSHIP meets every Wednesday 
at Spencer’s Coffeehouse (5-6:30pm).   This is a casual discussion group.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 
YOUTH/GRADUATE SUNDAY MAY 8 On Sunday May 8, we’ll recognize our 2016 
high school graduates in a youth-led service at 10:30am. This year’s  graduates are 
Francesca Bruni, Samuel Kernohan, Bryce Phillips, Michael Spencer, and Kalei Valery. 
You won’t want to miss this special service!  
 
PARENT MEETING MAY 8 AFTER WORSHIP. This meeting is for parents of youth 
in grades 5 through graduating seniors. We’ll discuss upcoming events for the rest of 
year. Please bring any ideas you’d like to have implemented in our youth ministry. Par-
ents of 5

th
 graders are especially encouraged to attend. We’d like for your children to 

be involved in our summer activities. Lunch will be provided.  
 
MONTREAT YOUTH CONFERENCE 2016 - JULY  16-23.  “ A World of Difference”  
is the theme. Cost $350 with first deposits of $50 due on February 1. Subsequent  
payments of $100 are due March 1, April, and May 1. From the Planning Team:  
The 2016 Montreat Planning Team hopes this conference, through  
the work of the Holy Spirit, will make a difference in your  
ife. This conference strives to create a community of  
safe space, where you can gain a deeper understanding  
of God. It will allow you to explore differences and  
similarities together as well as make connections  
with neighbors near and far. As you prepare for this  
experience at Montreat, the team will be praying for  
you and your journey here.   
 

David Muffett will be serving on the Theta  
Planning Team for weeks 3 & 4.  
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Our UKirk Worship Service, Sacred Space, begins at 8:15pm 
every Wednesday in the Sanctuary or Chapel emphasizing the 
beauty of our sacred worship spaces. The service is contemplative 
in nature and lasts about 45 minutes.  We utilize the UWorship re-

source developed by the UKirk Collegiate network. It follows the lectionary and is de-
signed for a semester schedule.  The students will use Room 201 for their meeting/
fellowship space.   
 
Theology Pub continues to meet 7pm every Thursday at Mellow 
Mushroom.  Join us for free pizza and great discussion.  
 
   For more information on our youth and college ministries,  
   contact David Muffett at david.muffett@bgpres.org . 
 

College Ministry 

Missions 

PLAN TO JOIN US!  Sunday April 17, immediately follow-
ing worship.  We will walk next door to State Street United 
Methodist Church and enjoy food, fellowship and mission 
information and opportunities.  This is the first ‘annual’ 
event to gather downtown churches to celebrate and high-
light our mission to the local community and beyond.  Our 
Living Waters for the World team will have a full model of  
a water purification system set up along with information 
about their upcoming May trip to Belize.  We will have 
special activities for children as well.  Questions?   
See Debbie Trickey or Shannon Dyche.   

 
THE SUNDAY MORNING MISSION EMPHASIS on April 24 will be a focus on Living 
Waters for the World.  Adults and youth will gather in Fellowship Hall at 9:30 for a special 
class presented by team members planning to travel to Belize in mid-May.  We will have 
a model system set up and there will be lots of opportunity to learn about this great       
mission.   Come earlier and enjoy light breakfast and fellowship around the tables.   

mailto:david.muffett@bgpres.org
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Presbyterian Women  

 

Presbyterian Women Profile — “Char” 
 

 
Charlotte Prow (pronounced PRO) is a PRO in many 

facets of her life. She generously shares her time and talents 
with members of this church, but is hesitant to “turn loose”    
of any information that would generate praise.  

Among “Char’s” many contributions to The Presbyteri-
an Church of Bowling Green, she is currently on the Board  
of Deacons and also serves as Collection Counter. She is  
also an active participant in other organizations such as 
Chapter O, PEO, where she is the newly elected treasurer. 
(PEO, founded in 1867, is dedicated to the education of 
women worldwide and provides scholarships to those who 
need help.) 

A native Texan, Charlotte is a graduate of WKU                       
and a retired educator who taught in both the Bowling Green and Warren County 
school systems, as well as in the graduate and under graduate programs at Western. 
She is a Rank 1 reading specialist whose passion for that mission is compelling.  While 
at Western, Charlotte met her husband, Tom, from Madisonville, Kentucky, and they 
celebrated 51 years together  before he passed away in 2013. Their daughters are  
Karen Kafoglis and Melanie “Summer” Wilson. 

As the youngest of 5 children in Houston, Texas, “Char” was obviously  a happy,  
engaging youngster who enjoyed competition. Among the achievements that testify to 
her diversity of interests and abilities, she made her family  proud by winning a scholar-
ship for her pen and ink display in a summer program at the Houston Museum of Fine 
Art. Also an accomplished swimmer, her skill in water competition yielded champion-
ship trophies. Even though she loves travel, music and books, the activity Charlotte  
appears to enjoy most in her retirement is playing  Bridge – no wonder, because she 
has achieved the rank of Silver Life Master bridge player, and is certified to teach the 
game!  

Experiences on Charlotte’s “bucket list” include: Attaining “Gold” Life Master, and 
traveling someday to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, and to Ireland, Scotland, Russia and   
Switzerland. 

When asked what she feels is her most satisfying career achievement, Charlotte 
replied, “It gives me great joy to know that my time and effort made a positive            
difference in the lives of students who, with my guidance, learned to read.”  

 
                                                                                     -Submitted by Jody Johnson  

Charlotte and Tom Prow 
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April Birthdays 

April 1 

 Elinor Kline 

April 2 

 Cathey Green 

April 3 

 Rocky Cooper 

 Leah Watson 

April 4 

 Jamie Embry 

 Charlie Evans 

April 5 

 Rosemary Henry 

April 6 

 Tina Coates 

April 7 

 Tanner Polen 

April 8 

 Logan Atkerson 

 Ryan Clemons 

 John Fitts 

 Cameron Lebedinsky 

April 11 

 John Grise 

 Wayne Pope 

 Lillian Simpson 

 Eric Todd 

 

 

April 13 

 Jenna Begley 

April 16 

 Cameron Pauquette 

April 17 

 Megan Algie 

 Kate Bigler 

 Elizabeth Leverette 

April 19 

 Stephen Ivie 

 Susan Webb 

April 21 

 Carlie Bowen 

 Claire Ellington 

April 22 

 Meg Webb 

 Judy Whitson 

April 23 

 Shannon Dyche 

April 25 

 Shug Jefferies 

 Paul Just II 

April 26 

 Tim Whitaker 

April 27 

 Bob Franklin 

 Susan Thomison 

 

April 28 

 Rebecca Gentry 

April 29 

 Jim Tyrie 

April 30 

 Nick Rabold 
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April Calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

          1 

10:30am  

Morning Prayer 

2 

  
  

3        ( Dr. Karl Pao-

letti) 
9:00am Children’s 

Chimes 
9:30am  Children’s 

Choir 
9:30am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Worship 
11:30am Fellowship 
5:00pm Youth 

Group 
Leslee away 

4 

 

5 

11:00am Special 

Care 
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
7:00pm Deacons 

6 

5:00pm Youth 

Fellowship 
7:00pm Chancel 

Choir 
8:15pm UKirk 

7 

 

 

7:00pm  

Theology 
Pub 

8 

10:30am  

Morning Prayer 
6:00pm  

Gordoneers 
  

9 
  

10 

9:00am Children’s 

Chimes 
9:30am  Children’s 

Choir 
9:30am Sunday 

School 
9:45am Sunday 

Circle 
10:30am Worship 
11:30am Fellowship 
5:00pm Youth 

Group 

11 

 
  
  
7:00pm  

Kerygma  

class 
  

12 

11:00am Special 

Care 
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
7:00pm Evening 

Circle 
7:00pm Camera 

Club 

13 

5:00pm Youth  

Fellowship 
7:00pm Chancel 

Choir 
8:15pm UKirk 
  
  
  

14 

 

 

7:00pm 

Theology 
Pub 

15 

10:30am  

Morning Prayer 
  

16 
  

17 

9:00am Children’s 

Chimes 
9:30am  Children’s 

Choir 
9:30am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Worship 
11:30am Fellowship 
5:00pm Youth 

Group 
     Missions event? 

18 

 
  
7:00pm  

Kerygma  

class 
  

19 

11:00am Special 

Care 
11:00am Finance 

Min 
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
 
7:00pm Session 
  

20 

5:00pm Youth  

Fellowship 
7:00pm Chancel 

Choir 
8:15pm UKirk 

21 

 
 
7:00pm  

Theology 
Pub 
  

22 

10:30am  

Morning Prayer 
  

23 
  

24 

9:00am Children’s 

Chimes 
9:30am  Children’s 

Choir 
9:30am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Worship 
11:30am Fellowship 
5:00pm Youth 

Group 
      

25 

 
  
7:00pm  

Kerygma  

class 
  

26 

11:00am Special 

Care 
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
7:00pm Missions 
  

27 

5:00pm Youth  

Fellowship 
7:00pm Chancel 

Choir 
8:15pm UKirk 

28 

 

 

7:00pm  

Theology 
Pub 
 

29 

10:30am  

Morning Prayer 
  

30 
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The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington                             Pastor 

Thomas N. Moody                               Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Leslee Kirkconnell                         Director of Christian Education 

Wayne Pope                                                       Choir Director 

David Muffett                                 Director of Youth Ministries 

                                                                    Property Administration 

Richard Barefoot                      Financial Administrator 

Steve Moore                                            Treasurer 

Cheryl Gregory                                               Secretary 

Jim Harris                                                               Clerk of Session 

Dana Patterson                  Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Cedric Whitney                                                                 Custodian 

Michael Spencer                                          Sunday Sexton 

Ellie Osborne                                                         Children’s Music 

Abby Potter                                            College Intern 

“Our reason for being is to manifest  

the good news of Jesus Christ in word  

and deed so that disciples are made by 

means of inspiring and engaging worship,  

relevant and reliable education,  

compassionate and caring fellowship, 

meaningful and magnanimous outreach,  

to the glory of God.” 

The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org. 

April 15 is the deadline for the May 2016 newsletter. 

Please send your information to the church office at 

info@bgpres.org 

           April 2016 


